
“Gentle Jesus”

Remember the phrase, “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild”? I often heard this in years 
past, primarily from those who wanted to point out its fallacy. Jesus didn’t “pull 
any punches” when dealing with His opponents, they said. He took a whip to the 

moneychangers and overturned their tables in the temple courts (Matt. 21). He called the 
religious leaders “whitewashed tombs” (23:27). 

In fact, Jesus had many harsh words for the religious leaders (see e.g., 6:5, 16; 9:3-4; 
12:39ff.; 16:5; 23:13ff., etc.), who held themselves up as examples to follow and thereby 
led astray those who looked up to them. The religious leaders claimed to have all the 
knowledge of what it meant to be God’s people, and the people—whose lives probably 
consisted of hard work from sunup to sundown six days a week—trusted their leaders 
to teach them correctly each Sabbath. Having no time for deep religious study, they 
depended on their leaders to teach the truth of God’s Word.

It becomes quickly obvious, however, that Jesus’ harsh words were not simply anger at 
the arrogance of the religious elite, but because of His great love and compassion for His 
people (see e.g., 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34). God wants His people to not only not do evil, but 
to go the extra mile and do good. The parable of the sheep and goats (25:31-46) is a chilling 
warning of what will befall those who think they are religious because they have adopted 
the trappings of religion but have not embraced Jesus in their hearts. 

In our studies this quarter, we spend a lot of time looking at Jesus’ teachings. In them, 
we discover that God loves us too much to allow us to settle for anything less than what 
He offers us. That’s why Jesus’ parables have a way of striking at the heart of a person. God 
wants us to experience citizenship in the kingdom of God, even when it costs us. That’s 
why when we think we are doing well, God calls us out, and we realize we have become the 
religious elite. That’s why Jesus came, died, and rose again—through a right relationship 
with Him, we may experience life to the fullest extent (John 10:10).

What about “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild”? This title does indeed apply—it applies to 
Jesus’ love and compassion for people everywhere. To everyone, Jesus does indeed say 
with open arms, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (11:28-30).

JUDI KING 

Illustrated Bible Life

WINTER 2025
VOLUME 49, NUMBER 2

Judi King
Editor

Mike L. Wonch
Senior Editor

Visit FoundryLeader.com or scan the QR code to the right to listen 
to the articles and to download online versions of all the information 
in this issue, plus photos and bonus materials! The password is on the 
second page of each article.

Illustrated Bible Life is a resource magazine designed specifically to 
complement the Faith Connections Leader’s Guide. Its purpose is 
to enrich Bible study with articles dealing with cultural, historical, 
archaeological, and theological issues, and verse-by-verse commentaries on the Bible 
passages for each week. To order, call 1-800-877-0700.

Do you have questions, ideas, or need additional information? Email us through “Ask the 
Editor” on our website at FoundryLeader.com; call toll-free Monday—Friday, 8:00 AM—4:30 PM 
CT; or, write to Judi King, Sunday School Curriculum, PO Box 419527, Kansas City, MO 64141.

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS
All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise 

indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright ©1973, 
1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by 
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 
worldwide. 

All Scripture quotations marked † are the 
author’s own translation from the original 
languages.

From the New American Standard Bible® 
(NASB®), © copyright The Lockman Foundation 
1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 
1977, 1995. Used by permission.

From the New Revised Standard Version 
Updated Version (NRSVue). Copyright 2021 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved.

ILLUSTRATED BIBLE LIFE is published quarterly 
by THE FOUNDRY PUBLISHING, PO Box 419527, 
Kansas City, MO 64141. Copyright © 2025 by 
The Foundry Publishing®. Permission granted 
to copy for local church use only and copies are 
not to be sold. Publisher must be contacted for 
any other use. All rights reserved. Canadian GST 
No. R129017471.


